Dr. Frank Blazich, Jr. — December 2013

OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Novenmber 28th-19/41.
Honorable J. Melville Broughton
Governor of North Carolina
Raleigh, North Carclina

iy dear Governor:

The civil aviation resources of the nation must be immediately
marshalled as a commonent of cur total defense effort., We are now cre-
ating an orgsnization to be known as the Civil Air Patrol, Both the Army
and the Navy will assign officers to participate in its organizstion and
command,

Membership will be voluntary, inclusive of both flight and ground
personnel and of men and women, Service in the Civil Air Patrol does not
form a basis for exemption or deferment from military duty, nor does the
Civil Air Petrol conflict with any air units formed by Stetes as a part
of the State Guard.

Enclosed is an organization chart. You will note how the set-up
of each (State) Wing is based npon the cooperation of the State agencies
and State defense authorities. Because of the semi-military character
of the Civil Air Patrol, the chain of command must be in line of sequence.

Many of our State aviaticn bodies and Defense Councils have already
1z2id an excellent foundation by enlistment and organization of persons
willing to serve in the Civil Air Patrol. This preliminary work was
extremely valuable as time is of the essence,

It is our desire to make full use of the broad experience of the
tate aviation officials, now functioning, and our hcpe that you will
give your official encouragement and olessing to the Winz Commander of
your State when he has been designated by the National Commander of the

Civil Air Patrol.

No publicity regarding the Civil Air Patrol is desired until the
formal announcement. Eowever, I did wish to write you confidential}y
of the plan and as¥ if you would in the same vein direct the attention
of your State aviation officials and Defense Council to anticipation of
the announcement of this vital program.

Sincerely yours,

) F. H. LaGuardia
U. S. Director of Civilian Defense

Enclosure
P. S. The Army Air Corps has just ass
to act as National Commander,

igned lajor General John F, Curry
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December &, 1941

Administrative Order lio. _9
Estanlishing Civil &ir Patrol

By virtue of the authority vested in me through my appointment
as United States Director of the Office of Civilian Defense, thnrough
the Executive Order of the President creating said Office, datved
hay 20, 1941, I have caused to be created and organized a branch of
this Office of volunteers for the vurpose of enlisting and training
personnel to aid in tne national defense Qf the United States, desig-
nated as the Civil Air Patrol.

In conformity with said organization) lhajor General John F.
Curry, U.S.A. Air Corps, has deen assigned to this office by the
U. S. Army and designated oy me as its ¥ational Commender. Saia
organization shall ve in the form as outlined in the attached chart,
which is made a nart of tais Order as if written herein in full. The
Civil Air Patrol shall carry out such Orders and directives as are
issued to it by the Director of Civilian Defense. It shall be the
duty and the responsibility of the iational Commander to see that the
sbjects and durposes and oraers issued in conformity with the solicy
of this Office are carried out and that all activities are rerorted
regularly to the Director through tae aviation aide.

A1l enlistments and appointments i the Civil air Patr,l may
be disapvroved by the Director of tine OiTice of Civilian Defeuse.

i U ‘ '

\/‘/ . ,,1,.&-/-*4@%,-————

Ve
* o «

¥. k. LaGuardia .
U. S. Director of Civilian Jefensc
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2 OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE

For Tuesday AM,'s

Decenber 9, 1941 PM 1747

A CIVIL AIR Patrol to enlist for the duration of the war approximately‘
90,000 licensed pileots, 90,000 stulent pilots who will be licensed by spring and

a ground personnel estimated at 1_00:,000 was estoblished today by loyor F, ¥, I

e

Guardia, director qf the Offica of Civilian Defense.

The Civil Air Patrol will include approxinately .23,000 civil ai.rcr:af't and
2,000 airports .fm the United States on which there.are no I:iilit’a:ry‘or scheduled ‘
airplane operations, as well as hangars, shops, efc. | .

Director LaGuardia declared it is thé ovject of the Civil z\i‘r Ig'?atrol to en—~
list, train and discipline civil aviation persenniel and nmateriel so'.tha.t their pO~ '
tential value to defense may be nade nvailavla imnediately, 'i‘herpotenti:tl vaiue
would be enhanced by the voluntary completion of trainings courses provided by
national‘ headquarters o1 the Civil Air Patrol with the cooperi'xtibn of the Army and
Naval Air Services and the Civil }\eromﬁutics.‘\.uthcrity.

Major-General John F, Curry, U, S, -Arny Adr Corps, has been assigned by the
Arny to the Office of Civilian Defense and designated by Director La Guardia as
national commander of the Civil Air Patrol. : & ‘

Director LaGuardia announced he has. appointed Major Reed G, Landis, former
pilot U, S, Army Air Service as Aviation Aide to the director of Civilian Defense,
Director LaGuardia's administrative order establishing the Civil Air Patrol;' was
as follows; . ' AT

Adninistrative Order No., 9

By virtue of the authority vested in me through =y appoii.tment.as United
States Director'of the Office of Civilian Defense, through the Exeuctive Order of )
the President creating said Office, dnted May 20, 1941, I have caused to Ve c;'eate
and organized a branch of this Office of volunteers for th.s purpose of enli_s; mi;‘-
and training personnel to aid in the natiomnal defensg of the United States, desig

nated as the Civil Air Patrol, 3

In confornity with said organizetion, -Major Genera].. Jokn F.dcgiry;tgé }S)s.’ :-:;
Air Corps, has been assigned to this office by the U, S. aArmy and des gntlined 1;
as its National Conmnander. S8aid organization shall be in the forn ashouein S
the attached chart, which is made a part of this Order as if written ! e;:ssued.to .
The Civil Air Patrol shall carry out such Orders and dire?tives c:,).s"'i':rerea il
it by the director of Civilian Defense. It shall be the cuty :mtr‘ oderspissuod =
of the Hational Commander to see that the objects and purposes and or
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confornity with the policy of this Office are carried out and that all activities
are reported regularly to the Director throuzh the Aviation Alde,”

4All enlistnents and appointments in the Civil Air Patrol nay be disapproved
by the Director of the Office of Civilian Defense. .

F, H, LaGuardia
U.S. Director of Civilian Defense,

Director La Guardia said that in additiocn to the technical personnel poten—~
tially available, there are millions of persons.interested in aviation and anxious
to cooperate in some nanner with Civil Air defense,

"It is known that there are certain specific services civil aviation can pro-
vide to the armed services that will relieve those services of some of the pressure
due to the war, thus enabling them to use their men and equipnent for other nore
inportant cduties", director La Guardia scid, ' :

General Curry was promoted to the rank of Major General October 27, 1940 and
assigned to command the Northwestern Air District with headquarters at Spckane,
Washington, He previously had been assigned to command the Tenth Pursuit Wing at
Hamilton Field, ]

General Curry's affiliation with Army aviaticn dates back to August, 1915,
when, as a First Lieutenant 'of the 15th Infantry, he was attached to the A¥intion
Section, Signal Corps at San Diego, California, He was born in New York City
April 22, 1886, and graduated frem the U, S, Military Acadeny February 14, 1908.A
During the first World War, General Curry served overseas as Chief of Staff, Army
Air Service, Second Arnmy at Toul, France, He saw service both as pilot and as ob-
server and was credited with the destruction of one eneny observation balloon.

Major Landis saw scrvice in the Cavalry on the Mexican border in 1916, In
1917 as a member of the U, S, Army Air Service, he wns sent to England for training
and attached to the Royal Flying Corps, He saw service in France;aF a gilot in the
40th Squadron, Royal Air Force, and received the British Distingn1s§ed Flying Cross,
In September, 1918, Major Landis was placé@ in command of the 25th Aero Squadrqns,
AE,F, He was awarded the U, S, Distinguished Service Cross, 1

Major Landis has been a nember of the Chicago Aero Co?nission since its.in~
ception; a member of the National Advisory Board of the National Aeronautics Asso-
ciation and was instrunental in organizing the National airport Transport, Inec.,
and the Trans-Continental Air Transport, Inc, :

Major Landis was instrunental in orgenizing the National Association of State
Aviation Officials of which he was president and was the first chalrman of the g
Illinois dAeronputics Commission, Major Landis has served asivolun?ary 3190 ?o diree—
tor La Guardia for the past several nonths, He resigned his position as Regional
7ice President of the American Air Lines, Inc., effective Jamuary 1, 1942, He is a
wative of Ottawa, I1l, He is narried and the father of three chil@ran.



